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  Call for Papers
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the publication of John Dewey’s famous work Democracy and 
Education. This conference aims to reflect on the legacy and significance of Dewey’s thinking for 21st 
century education, but also to consider the more general issue of the relationship between democracy 
and education in current times.

Keynote speakers include Richard Pring, and Walter Humes. Based at our attractive Ayr campus, on 
the scenic west coast of Scotland, this conference promises to be a stimulating and enjoyable event.
Research paper submissions are now sought on the conference themes listed below. Abstracts should be 
up to 400 words in length and cover the context of the research, research questions, theoretical frame-
work, methodology, findings, significance. Abstracts should be readied for blinded peer review. The 
conference will run as a series of 90-minute sessions with 3 or 4 papers allocated to each.

Symposia: the conference welcomes submissions for symposium sessions. These should comprise a set 
of four or more related paper submissions (as above) with an agreed Chairperson and Discussant.

Posters: posters will be displayed throughout the conference, with a set time agreed for presenters to be 
available to discuss their work with conference delegates. Posters should be submitted in A1/upright 
form and be accompanied by a 250 word abstract.



Conference/Abstract themes
John Dewey: conceptual or empirical research related to: the work of John Dewey; progressive 
education; his legacy; his modern relevance.
Democracy and education: conceptual or empirical work related to: democratic control of 
education systems within globalised neoliberalism;  state education and the promotion of 
democratic ideals; how local democracy works within marketized school settings (the 
democratic deficit); the role and purpose of schooling/education; supranational bodies and 
education
Democracy in education: conceptual or empirical research on such topics as: democratic 
schooling; pupil voice; citizenship; professional autonomy; school councils; parental involvement; 
partnerships; networks; collegiality; community; democratic leadership; co-operation and 
collaboration.
Democratic ideals and education: conceptual or empirical research on: equality and 
education; liberty and education; community; emancipation; social cohesion; democracy and 
minorities.

Key dates
Abstract submission opens (papers/posters/symposia): 15th October 2015
Abstract submission ends:  1st March 2016
Notification of peer review/abstract acceptance:  22nd March 2016
Early bird registration commences:  22nd March 2016
Presentation times announced:   15th April 2016
Early Bird Registration ends:  1st May 2016

Conference fees
 before 1st May 2016 after 1st May 2016
Delegate £85 £99
Postgraduate student £49 £79

The Registration Fee includes:
• Conference pack and programme booklet (issued at the registration desk) 
• Lunch, coffee and snacks during breaks 
• Registration fee does not include the cost of an evening meal or hotel accommodation

Register at www.uws.ac.uk/education/democracy-and-education/

Contact:
Abstract submissions should be emailed by attachment to: 
democracyandeducation@uws.ac.uk

 
  

 
  

  


